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IN  1977 


The  purpose  of  The  United  Farmer  is  to  share  information  —  to  familiarize 
readers  with  the  many  aspects  of  United  Farmers  of  Alberta  and  to  recognize 
some  of  the  many  people  who  have  contributed  to  our  Company's  positive 
growth  and  success. 

In  1977,  there  were  stories  on  retirements,  appointments,  the  opening  of 
new  Farm  Supply  Centres  in  Consort,  Fairview  and  Glendon,  awards,  transfers 
in  the  Petroleum  Division,  the  Annual  Meeting,  new  Delegates,  the  head  office 
tour,  Petroleum  Awards,  Service  Awards,  Management  by  Objectives  Seminars, 
Farm  and  Ranch  Show,  New  Agents,  the  Farmstead  Development  Department, 
Delegate  Advisory  Committees,  Agents  of  the  Month,  Albertans  of  the  Month, 
Achievement  Awards,  Roundup  '78,  Economy  Carriers  Ltd.,  Agents'  Appre- 
ciation Barbecues,  Alberta,  its  land  and  its  people. 

It's  a  diversified  list,  but  everyone  and  everything  mentioned  in  The  United 
Farmer  have  common  bonds  —  the  industry  of  agriculture  and  United  Farmers 
of  Alberta.  Again  this  year,  I  am  grateful  for  the  opportunity  to  meet  many  of 
the  people  associated  with  our  Company,  people  who  contributed  to  making 
agriculture  the  important  industry  it  is. 

A  warm  and  friendly  wish  for  a  merry  Christmas  and  may  your  New  Year  be 
filled  with  health  and  happiness. 


Alice  Switzer 


Agriculture  in  Alberta 


Tractor  cultivating  field. 

Soil  is  Alberta's  Most  Valuable  Natural  Resource 

All  agriculture  —  cereal  grains  and  oil  seeds, 
livestock  and  special  crops  —  originate  from  the 
soil. 

Soil,  if  it  is  managed  right,  is  truly  the  only  re- 
newable resource.  Oil,  gas  and  coal,  once  used, 
are  gone  forever. 

Under  the  Canada  Land  Inventory  System,  soils 
are  divided  into  seven  categories.  The  lower  the 
number,  the  better  the  soil  and  climate.  The 
province's  most  fertile  soils  stretch  in  a  crescent 
from  Lloydminster  in  the  N.E.  to  around  Cardston 
in  the  S.W.  Much  of  the  land  in  this  band  is  classed 
number  one  and  two  and  there  are  about  11 
million  acres  of  these  quality  soils  in  Alberta. 


Soils  in  categories  one  to  four  are  suitable  for 
the  growing  of  crops.  Five  and  six  are  good  for 
forage  production  and  grazing.  Soils  in  the  last 
category,  number  seven,  are  of  a  non-agricultural 
nature.  In  categories  three  and  four,  there  are  40 
million  acres  and  in  categories  five  and  six,  there 
are  38  million  acres. 

Alberta  still  has  a  minimum  of  20  million  acres, 
most  of  it  in  the  north  Peace  Country  and  along 
the  foothills  that  is  potentially  arable  and  could  be 
opened  up  in  the  years  ahead. 

Agriculture  in  Alberta  is  indeed  one  of  the  most 
dynamic  segments  of  the  economy.  Farmers  are 
innovating  all  the  time.  Twenty  years  ago,  hardly 
anyone  knew  of  rapeseed  and  today  it  is  one  of  the 


Cattle  round  up.  Alberta  produces  40%  of  the  nation's  cattle. 


more  important  crops  in  all  major  agricultural  dis- 
tricts. During  the  next  twenty  years,  there  will 
again  be  changes.  Promising  new  crops  are  faba- 
beans  and  corn  for  silage,  but  the  development  of 
new  varieties  of  conventional  crops  will  bring 
about  the  greatest  changes  in  agriculture  in  Alber- 
ta. 

Of  major  importance  are  new  varieties  suited 
for  the  shorter  growing  season  of  the  Peace  Coun- 
try. Early  maturing,  high  yielding  utility  wheats 
which  would  earn  farmers  a  higher  return  than 
present  varieties  are  needed.  Together  with  Agri- 
culture Canada  research  stations  and  the  univer- 
sities, the  provincial  department  of  agriculture  is 
working  in  this  direction. 

With  livestock,  the  continuing  objective  will  be 
faster  weight  gains  and  lower  feed  intakes.  Hog 


production  has  declined  sharply  in  recent  years 
but  is  coming  back  due  to  lower  grain  prices. 

Only  about  7%  of  Canadians  live  on  farms,  but 
close  to  40%  work  at  jobs  which  depend  directly 
or  indirectly  on  agriculture.  Farms  contribute  to 
the  employment  and  prosperity  of  non-farmers  in 
two  main  ways.  First,  they  are  a  market  for  a 
tremendous  amount  of  city  produced  products. 
Farmers  buy  about  Vz  of  a  billion  dollars  worth  of 
farm  machinery  and  parts  each  year.  Secondly, 
farmers  raise  products  which  need  to  be  transpor- 
ted, processed  and  sold.  In  Edmonton,  famous  as 
the  centre  of  Canada's  oil  industry,  the  proces- 
sing of  food  and  beverages  ranks  first  as  an  em- 
ployer in  manufacturing  industries,  ahead  of  all 
the  petroleum  related  industries  combined. 


Agriculture  Hall  of  Fame 


Dr.  Gordon  L.  Burton,  Wilfred  J.  Edgar,  Norma 
Jean  Gray,  George  Hunter  and  Milton  H.  Ward 

were  recently  awarded  the  highest  honor  their 
peers  can  bestow  on  them  —  entrance  to  the  Al- 
berta Agricultural  Hall  of  Fame. 

Service  is  the  criteria  of  the  Hall  of  Fame.  Men 
and  women  named  to  it  have  devoted  their  lives  to 
improvements  in  farming  and  ranching  practices, 
to  the  encouragement  of  agricultural  business 
and  to  the  support  of  the  rural  family  and  com- 
munity. Albertans  who  have  been  named  to  the 
Hall  of  Fame  are: 


1951 
Frank  Collicutt 
Claude  Gallinger 
Joe  Johnson 
C.S.  Noble 
Dr.  Henry  Wise  Wood 


1959 
Daniel  Morkeberg 


1967 
HughW.  Allen 
Charles  P.  Hayes 

J.W.  Hosford 
Benjamin  S.  Plumer 


1972 
Frank  S.  Grisdale 

Roy  C.  Marler 
Dr.  Arnold  W.  Piatt 
Dr.  P.M.Sauder 
Mrs.  W.C.  Taylor 
Henry  Young 


1973 
Ellen  Armstrong 

Nelson  Malm 
Fred  Newcombe 

Dr.  A.E.  Palmer 


1974 
Carl  Anderson 
Dr.  William  H.  Fairfield 

Roy  J.  Jensen 
Francis  W.  Maddock 
Mrs.  Winifred  Ross 


1975 

Mrs.  Mable  Barker 
George  Church 
Frank  Jacobs 
Earl  Stacey 


1976 
Bill  S.  Bensen 
J.  Harold  McLaughlin 

John  E.  Birdsall 
Charles  H.  McKinnon 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Pederson 


This  year,  five  more  prominent  Albertans  were 
admitted  to  the  Alberta  Agricultural  Hall  of  Fame. 
Their  portraits  and  accomplishments  are  displayed 
on  the  main  floor  of  the  Provincial  Museum  and 
Archives  of  Alberta. 


Milton  H.Ward 

One  of  the  youngest 
members  of  the  Society 
of  Equity  which  amalga- 
mated with  the  Farmers' 
Association  in  1909  to 
form  United  Farmers  of 
Alberta,  Milton  Ward  has 
been  a  member  of  UFA 
and  Unifarm  since  their 
inception. 


A  true  pioneer  of  the  co-operative  movement, 
Milton  Ward  organized  a  co-operative  oil  pool  at 
Arrowwood  and  in  1930  was  invited  to  give  an  out- 
line of  the  organization  to  the  Institute  of  Co-oper- 
ation at  Olds.  His  presentation  raised  interest  all 
through  Alberta.  The  Alberta  Oil  Consumers, 
which  eventually  developed  into  United  Farmers 
of  Alberta  Co-operative  Limited,  was  formed  and 
Mr.  Ward  served  on  the  board  of  directors  for  20 
years. 

An  original  contract  signer  with  the  Alberta 
Wheat  Pool,  he  was  a  delegate  for  several  years. 
For  over  one  quarter  of  a  century,  Milt  Ward  served 
as  Councillor  in  the  Municipal  District  of  Maquisand 
also  served  as  a  director  in  the  federal  constitu- 
ency of  Macleod  and  Bow  River.  He  was  instru- 
mental in  setting  up  the  first  consolidated  school 
in  Alberta  at  Arrowwood  and  served  on  its  board 
for  several  years. 

Milt  Ward  has  worked  increasingly  to  assist 
young  farmers  to  get  started  and  remains  active, 
today,  still  addressing  agricultural  gatherings  after 
a  70  year  career  in  Alberta's  agriculture. 


Agriculture 

Hall  of  Fame  Cont. 


A 


Dr.  Gordon  L.  Burton 

Recognized  as  an  author- 
ity in  agricultural  eco- 
nomics, especially  in  the 
marketing  and  production 
sectors,  Dr.  Burton  is  a 
native  Albertan,  who  op- 
erates the  Burke  Creek 
Ranch  located  west  of 
Claresholm. 


He  has  served  as  president  of  the  Canadian 
Agricultural  Economic  Society  and  the  Western 
Stock  Growers  Association;  worked  on  forming 
the  Alberta  Cattle  Commission;  served  on  the 
Food  Prices  Review  Board;  chaired  the  Alberta 
Electric  Power  Commission;  and  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Alberta  Universities  Commission. 
He  is  also  the  author  of  many  publications  and  ar- 
ticles. 


Norma  Jean  Gray 

A  highly  skilled  district 
home  economist,  Mrs. 
Gray  constantly  achieved 
high  professional  stand- 
ards and  expanded  the 
horizons  of  her  profes- 
sion to  serve  all  the  peo- 
ple of  the  community. 


Soon  after  being  named 
to  the  Agriculture  Hall  of  Fame,  Mrs.  Gray  died 
and  the  award  was  posthumously  presented. 

A  firm  believer  that  today's  youth  are  tomorrow's 
leaders,  Mrs.  Gray  made  4H  activities  a  focal  point 
of  her  efforts.  At  the  same  time  she  served  on  the 
Brooks  Town  Council,  the  library  board,  the  recre- 
ation board  and  the  planning  commission. 

In  1973,  she  was  named  Citizen  of  the  Year  in 
Brooks  and  in  1976  was  named  to  the  Olds 
College  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame. 


Throughout  his  career,  Dr.  Burton  has  freely 
given  his  time  to  many  boards,  commissions  and 
committees  and  has  been  an  undiminishing  re- 
source with  his  sound  leadership  and  great  ana- 
lytical ability. 


Wilfred  J.  Edgar 

Mr.  Edgar  is  often  cal- 
led 'Mr.  Hereford.'  He  im- 
ported his  first  horned 
Hereford  bull  in  1951  and 
was  one  of  the  first  to 
recognize  the  need  for 
larger  scale  cattle.  His 
Herefords  are  highly 
prized  and  have  been  sold 
to  nine  provinces,  several 


states,  Sweden,  South  Rhodesia,  South  Africa, 
New  Zealand,  Chile  and  England. 

A  founder  of  the  first  World  Hereford  Conferen- 
ce, Mr.  Edgar  has  served  as  president  of  both  the 
Alberta  and  Canadian  Hereford  Association  and 
was  active  in  the  seventh  World  Conference  held 
in  Banff  last  summer.  At  that  time,  he  organized  a 
tour  of  his  LRD  Hereford  Farm,  hosting  almost 
1,000  guests  from  20  countries.  In  addition  to 
having  won  the  first  Alberta  Master  Farm  Family 
Award,  he  has  held  numerous  executive  positions 
in  community  service  clubs.  He  has  served  as 
district  governor  of  Lions  International;  been  a 
member  of  the  Canadian  Championship  Rifle 
Team;  served  as  councillor  and  reeve  in  the  Poplar 
Grove  Municipality,  and  as  president  of  the  Alber- 
ta Liberal  Association. 


George  Hunter 

Through  a  farming  career 
spanning  45  years,  Mr. 
Hunter's  achievements 
have  become  models  for 
many  native  farmers  in 
the  reserves  of  north- 
eastern Alberta.  From  the 
first  year  when  he  man- 
aged to  clear  and  develop 
20  acres  with  a  sulky  plow 


and  two  horses,  Mr.  Hunter's  operation  before  his 
retirement  included  1,000  cultivated  acres,  12  milk 
cows,  50  beef  cattle  and  a  commercial  swine  oper- 
ation. 

Mr.  Hunter  is  noted  for  his  achievements  within 
the  reserve  system.  For  15  years,  he  sat  as  a 
member  of  the  band  council  including  three  as 
chief. 

During  this  time,  he  was  instrumental  in  devel- 
oping local  agricultural  programs  such  as  com- 
munity pastures  and  commercial  haying  oper- 
ations. 

Mr.  Hunter  has  played  a  significant  role  in  for- 
ming and  operating  the  Saddle  Lake  Development 
Centennial  Association,  which  has  spawned  many 
similar  agricultural  programs.  The  aims  of  this 
project  were  to  develop  new  arable  land  on  the 
reserve,  to  provide  practical  agricultural  teaching 
and  to  create  band  employment.  Since  his  retire- 
ment in  1973,  he  has  increased  his  responsibility 
by  serving  as  the  project's  committee  chairman. 


i 


Agent  of  the  Month 


i 


Marketing  Supervisor  John  Pullishy,  Helen  and  Bert  Galliford. 

When  Bert  Galliford  became  UFA  Agent  at  Ono- 
way,  he  realized  that,  in  order  to  make  a  success 
of  his  business,  he  would  have  to  sell  service  as 
well  as  petroleum.  Bert  has  made  every  effort  to 
provide  a  reliable,  efficient  service  in  Onoway  and 
his  efforts  have  achieved  results.  In  the  1976 
Petroleum  Awards,  Bert  became  a  member  of  the 
Million  Gallon  Club  and  was  the  winner,  as  well,  of 
the  Most  Farm  Calls  Award  in  Territory  #7. 

George  Galliford,  Bert's  grandfather,  came  to 
the  Onoway  area  in  1909  and  homesteaded  on  a 
half  section  where  he  raised  grain  and  animals. 


Eventually,  Albert,  Bert's  father,  took  over  the 
farm  and  this  is  where  Bert  grew  up  and  lived  until 
his  marriage. 

He  attended  Glenford  School  and  Beaupre 
School.  In  addition  to  helping  on  the  farm,  Bert,  as 
a  teenager,  worked  for  some  of  the  neighbours.  In 
1954,  his  dad  was  "frozen  out"  and  went  to  work 
in  the  oilfields  in  Drayton  Valley,  while  Bert  took 
care  of  the  farm.  In  1957,  Bert  went  to  work  at  the 
local  garage  and  began  his  apprenticeship  as  a 
Mechanic.  He  attended  S.A.l.T.  and  received  his 
Alberta  ticket. 
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Agent  of  the  Month 


Cont. 


Onoway  Agency,  Warehouse,  and  15,000  gallon  tanks. 


Some  of  Bert's  innovations 


Offset  account  holder 


Light  on  mirror 


Light  affixed  to  print-o-meter 


While  attending  S.A.I.T.,  Bert  met  his  future 
wife,  Helen,  After  their  marriage,  he  continued  to 
work  at  the  garage  in  Onoway  and  Helen  worked  at 
the  local  bank  where  she  became  familiar  with 
many  of  the  local  people. 

In  May,  1966,  Bert  became  UFA  Agent  at 
Onoway  taking  over  the  Agency  from  Jake 
Neufeld.  At  that  time,  annual  sales  at  the  Agency 
were  about  265,000  gallons.  Although  Bert  hadn't 
been  involved  before  in  the  bulk  plant  business, 
he  knew  a  lot  of  people  in  the  community  and  had 
also  met  many  people  during  his  years  at  the 
garage.  First  and  foremost,  Bert  was  determined 
to  provide  a  reliable  service  in  order  to  build  up  his 
new  business. 


As  sales  steadily  increased,  storage  became 
inadequate  and  with  the  Agency  situated  where  it 
was,  additional  above  ground  storage  could  not  be 
provided.  So  the  decision  was  made  to  move  to  a 
new  location. 

In  October,  the  new  Agency  was  officially 
opened.  A  ribbon  cutting  ceremony  topped  off  the 
barbecue  held  to  mark  the  occasion  and  many  of 
Bert  and  Helen's  friends,  customers  and  business 
associates  attended  to  wish  them  success. 


Onoway  Opening 


Back  Row:  I.  to  r.  Stan  McCaw,  Reuben  Schatz,  John  Bechtloff,  Bert  Galliford,  Leslie  Schatz. 
Front  Row:  I.  to  r.  Anne  Muir,  Juanita,  Helen,  Polly  and  Albert  Galliford.  In  front  Gaylene. 


Operations  at  Onoway 

On  his  Mack  truck  which  holds  over  2,500  gal- 
lons, Bert  had  the  cargo  tank  built  and  then  moun- 
ted the  equipment.  He  put  catwalks  on  the  sides 
and  by  backing  up  to  the  farm  storage  tanks,  he 
can  climb  up  the  truck  ladder,  walk  on  the  catwalk 
and  work  from  there.  Bert  finds  the  catwalk  a  great 
help  in  delivering.  There  is  also  a  smaller  truck 
used  for  delivering. 

Helping  Bert  at  the  Agency  is  his  wife,  Helen. 
As  their  business  increased,  she  left  the  bank  to 
work  with  her  husband  and  keep  the  books.  Helen 
comes  in  the  morning  and  leaves  about  3  o'clock. 
Bert  opens  at  8  a.m.  and  is  supposed  to  close  at  6 
p.m.  but  very  often  doesn't  get  home  until  later. 


John  Bechtloff,  Onoway's  capable  driver  sales- 
man, worked  part  time  at  the  Agency  for  a  number 
of  years,  and  has  now  been  on  staff  full  time  for 
five  years. 


In  addition  to  the  retail  pumps  and  a  key-op, 
Bert  also  sells  propane  and  sells  and  repairs  chain 
saws.  The  two  trucks  put  on  about  25,000  miles  a 
year  in  deliveries.  The  loading  rack  at  the  Agency 
is  away  from  the  warehouse  and  this  eliminates 
considerable  congestion  in  front  of  the  warehouse. 
The  frontage  at  the  Agency  is  250  feet  but  the 
depth  is  only  80  feet.  At  the  new  Agency,  there  is 
storage  for  90,000  gallons  above  ground  and  15,000 
gallons  underground. 
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Gerry  McKay  and  Mrs.  Albert,  winner  of  the  $100  gift  certificate 
provided  by  Prairie  Oil  Services  Ltd. 


Leigh  Olmstead  and  Ray  Cousineau,  winner  of  the  100 
gallons  of  gas. 


Larry  Gaetz  and  Mrs.  Resche,  winner  of  the 
gallon  slip  tank  donated  by  Westeel  Rosco. 


50        Left  to  right  —  Bert  Galliford,  John  Pullishy.  Doug  Lennox,  Ron  Scheurkogel. 
Gerry  McKay,  Larry  Gaetz  and  Leigh  Olmstead. 


Bert's  mother  and  father  help  out  occasionally 
at  the  Agency.  Stan  McCaw  comes  in  three  days  a 
week  and  during  the  summer,  Anne  Muir,  who  is 
attending  University  worked  for  them  and  thor- 
oughly enjoyed  attending  to  the  retail  pumps. 

Onoway  is  growing.  There  are  now  1000  students 
in  the  consolidated  school  and  a  new  sub-division 
is  underway.  There  are  three  sheets  of  artificial  ice 
as  well  as  a  hockey  rink.  Bert  has  been  particularly 
active  in  the  community.  He  belongs  to  the  Elks 
and  Lions  Club,  the  volunteer  fire  department,  is  a 
member  of  the  village  council  and  has  also  served 
as  Mayor  of  Onoway. 

The  Gallifords  have  two  daughters  Juanita  and 
Gaylene.  The  family  belongs  to  the  North  American 


Baptist  Church  and  Bert  serves  as  deacon.  The 
agency  keeps  Bert  and  Helen  very  busy  but  they 
make  time  for  their  family  and  church. 

Bert  and  Helen  feel  the  potential  at  Onoway  is 
good  and  that  they  can  further  increase  volume  at 
the  Agency  by  continuing  to  provide  the  reliable 
and  efficient  service  that  has  achieved  for  them 
membership  in  the  Million  Gallon  Club. 

Every  success  to  you  in  your  new  Agency,  Bert 
and  Helen,  and  The  United  Farmer  is  pleased  to 
salute  Bert  as  Agent  of  the  Month  and  his  vivacious 
wife  Helen  as  the  Gal  Behind  the  Gallons. 
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Opening 


Left  to  right:  Leonard  Steinke,  Ben  Mehlsen,  Hank  Dahl,  Ward  Smith,  Guy  Turcotte,  Ed  Evans,  Jim  Shindler,  Gerry 
Senger,  Dune  Fentieand  Larry  Hansen. 


United  Farmers  of  Alberta's  first  Farm  Supply 
Centre  was  opened  in  1954  in  Calgary.  Since  that 
time  the  following  Centres  have  opened: 


1957- 

Edmonton 

1968 

•  Vulcan 

1960- 

Grande  Prairie 

1969 

•  Falher 

1961  ■ 

Red  Deer 

1972 

-  Airdrie 

-  Spruce  Grove 

1962- 

Lethbridge 

1973 

-  Oyen 

1964- 

Vermilion 

Camrose 

1974 

•  Claresholm 

Grimshaw 

-Two  Hills 

1965- 

Stettler 

1976 

-  Consort 

Hanna 

-  Glendon 

1966- 

Westlock 

1977 

-  Fairview 

1967- 

Provost 

Jim  Shindler,  Manager  of  the  Farm  Supply  Div- 
ision in  his  report  to  the  1977  Annual  Meeting 
said,  "Fora  new  Farm  Supply  Centre,  the  physical 
plant  and  facilities  cost  approximately  $225,000. 
Coupled  with  this  are  inventory  costs  of  approx- 
imately $300,000.  The  sales  volume  required  to 
support  this  type  of  expenditure  is  $1,000,000.  We 
are  cognizant  of  our  objective  to  provide  conveni- 


ent farm  supply  service  to  as  many  members  as 
possible.  Escalating  costs,  however,  will  make 
this  objective  more  difficult,  but  we  will  continue 
to  update  information  and  surveys  of  possible 
locations  for  future  farm  supply  centres." 

UFA'S  newest  Farm  Supply  Centre  was  recently 
opened  at  Fairview,  often  called  the  "Agricultural 
Heart  of  the  Peace."  Fairview  is  situated  north  of 
the  Peace  River  on  Highway  #2  at  an  altitude  of 
2,135  feet. 

Fairview  came  into  being  when  the  Northern 
Alberta  Railways  reached  this  point  in  1928. 
Residents  and  business  places  at  the  Waterhole 
townsite,  four  miles  to  the  south,  were  moved  to 
Fairview  and  by  the  end  of  that  summer,  Fairview 
had  six  grain  elevators,  three  hotels  and  a  variety 
of  business  places,  serving  a  hamlet  of  ap- 
proximately 400  people.  In  1929,  Fairview  gained 
the  status  of  a  village  and  in  1949,  it  was  incorpor- 
ated as  a  town. 

Fairview  is  governed  by  an  elected  mayor  and 
six  councillors.  A  secretary-treasurer  is  respon- 
sible for  the  administration  of  policies  set  by  the 
town  council.  The  town  is  policed  by  the  R.C.M.P. 
and  fire  protection  is  furnished  by  a  volunteer  fire 
brigade  backed  up  with  two  fire  engines.  The 
alarm  system  is  a  5  h.p.  siren  activated  by  any  one 
of  the  ten  telephones  installed  in  firemen's  homes. 
The  town  has  a  fine  record  of  very  low  fire  loss. 
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Busy,  busy  Fairview:  Behind  the  counter  —  Ed  Evans,  Al  Burdeyney,  Roland  Coderre,  Ron  Rimmer,  Marvin 
Lyons  and  John  Clemett. 


Predominantly  agriculture,  Fairview  is  a  mixed 
farming  area  with  the  value  of  cattle,  hogs  and 
sheep  shipped  equalling  that  of  wheat,  coarse 
grains  and  rape  seed.  Market  gardening  is  carried 
on  extensively  along  the  Peace  River  Valley.  Main 
crops  are  corn,  cucumbers,  potatoes,  carrots, 
cabbage,  cauliflower  and  tomatoes. 

Honey  production  is  becoming  a  very  important 
industry  in  the  Peace  River  area  and  more  than  325 
tons  of  honey  are  exported  annually  from  the  Fair- 
view  district.  There  are  several  sawmills  operating 
in  the  surrounding  area,  with  an  annual  production 
estimated  at  30  million  board  feet.  Natural  resour- 
ces include  natural  gas,  oil,  sand,  gravel,  and  a 
major  deposit  of  low  grade  iron  ore. 

An  important  asset  to  Fairview  is  the  Fairview 
Agricultural  and  Vocational  College.  As  well  as 
teaching  agricultural  courses  of  all  kinds,  courses 
are  also  offered  in  welding,  mechanics  and 
business. 

UFA'S  newest  Farm  Supply  Centre  was  opened 
at  Fairview  on  October  6th,  1977.  The  official 
opening  was  a  three  day  promotion  with  hundreds 
of  people  in  attendance.  Sales  of  over  $65,000 
were  achieved.  CKYL  Radio  was  on  hand  and  cof- 
fee and  doughnuts  were  served. 

The  Fairview  Farm  Supply  Centre  is  a  conven- 
tional truss  building  with  baked  enamel  orange 
cladding.  The  display  and  office  areas  are  50'  x  80' 
and  the  storage  facility,  including  a  heated  shop, 
is35x  100  feet. 

On  staff  at  Fairview  are:  Alvin  Burdeyney, 
Manager;  Marvin  Lyons,  Customer  Sales  Repre- 
sentative; Jim  Connery,  Customer  Service  Super- 
visor; Dale  Kuysters,  Customer  Service  Represen- 
tative and  Carrol  Braun,  Administrative  Clerk. 


Alvin  Burdeyney 

Manager 

Fairview  Farm  Supply 


There  aren't  too  many  people,  as  yet,  who  can 
claim  to  have  been  born  and  raised  in  the  Peace 
River,  but  UFA'S  Manager  at  Fairview,  Alvin  Bur- 
deyney, is  a  native  of  the  area. 

Born  and  raised  on  the  family  farm  near  Spirit 
River,  Alvin  attended  school  in  Rycroft.  He  joined 
UFA  in  1964  as  a  Customer  Service  Representa- 
tive and  in  1965  was  promoted  to  Customer  Ser- 
vice Supervisor.  Alvin  has  worked  at  both  Stettler 
and  Grande  Prairie.  In  1970,  he  went  into  sales  at 
the  Grande  Prairie  Centre  and  in  1973  was 
promoted  to  Assistant  Manager,  a  position  he 
held  until  his  appointment  as  Manager  of  the  new 
Fairview  Farm  Supply  Centre. 

Alvin  and  his  wife  Gladys  are  now  living  in  Fair- 
view  and  are  looking  forward  to  working  and 
becoming  involved  in  the  Fairview  community. 
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Mayor  Steinke  times  Director  Guy  Turcotte  and  Delegate  Ben  Mehlsen  in  the  log  cutting  contest. 


Thursday's  Winners 

Alan  Purcha,  Fairview;  Bob  Matchett,  Fairview;  W. 
Campbell,  Fairview;  Ben  Mehlsen,  Eureka  River; 
Jack  Trider,  Fairview;  Rick  Mehlsen,  Fairview; 
Ruby  Gillett,  Fairview;  Lorna  McLachlan,  Fairview; 
Josephine  Hodgson,  Fairview;  William  Shuerkick, 
Whitelaw;  Cathy  Goy,  Fairview;  I.  Durrschnable, 
Hines  Creek;  Arthur  Johnson,  Bluesky;  Leo  Kuntz, 
Fairview;  Glenn  Rithe,  Fairview;  Frank  Fedorowicz, 
Manning;  Orval  Sorken,  Sexsmith;  Rudolph 
Reimer,  Hines  Creek;  Pat  Clegg,  Fairview;  Glen 
Hackett,  Brownvale;  Finlay  Adamson,  Berwyn; 
Lori  Lund,  Fairview;  Alvin  Campbell,  Cleardale; 
Mrs.  George  Davis,  Fairview. 

Friday's  Winners 

Pat  Noullett,  Hines  Creek;  Vi  Hein,  Worsley;  Wil 
Nam  Fedoruk,  Hines  Creek;  Josephine  Salmond 
Fairview;  Dick  Richardson,  Fairview;  Bill  Alexan 
der,  Berwyn;  Mary  Chilick,  Fairview;  John  Lund 
Brownvale;  Don  Cox,  Fairview;  Ron  Bernier,  Fair 
view;  Lockhead  Farms,  Hines  Creek;  E.  Charchuk 
Hines  Creek;  Greg  Walliser,  Fairview;  Jean  Tas 
chke,  Hines  Creek;  F.  Solomany,  Rycroft;  Jim  Mc 
Farlane,  Eureka  River;  Mrs.  M.  Schaff,  Brownvale 
Glenna  Venning,  Bluesky;  Ada  McLachlan,  Dora 


Kowalenko,  Irene  Stelmaschuk,  B.H.  Hovelkamp, 
Jason  Shmyr,  K.  Fedoruk  all  of  Fairview  and  Ber- 
nice  Clay,  Bear  Canyon. 

Saturday's  Winners 

Mrs.  L.  Debogorski,  Berwyn;  Mike  Syrnyk,  Hines 
Creek;  Karen  Friedel,  Fairview;  Greg  Sederoff, 
Fairview;  Irene  Basnett,  Eureka  River;  John  Yas- 
inski,  Hines  Creek;  Tim  Konashuk,  Spirit  River; 
Fred  Sydorko,  Fairview;  Charles  Hansen, 
Whitelaw;  Don  Hart,  Fairview;  Dennis  Shrafnagle, 
Grimshaw;  Rose  Hammerschmidt,  Fairview; 
Casper  Drzewicki,  Spirit  River;  Gwen  Moskalyk, 
Fairview;  H.B.  Marshall,  Worsley;  William  Cher- 
nka,  Rycroft;  Thomas  Hart,  Fairview;  Arthur  Mur- 
phy, Worsley;  Alan  Fedoruk;  Fairview;  Sandra 
Campbell,  Fairview;  Michael  Schick,  Hines  Creek; 
Henry  Vanden  Durgen,  Fairview;  Jack  Chelick, 
Fairview;  Alice  Pzylkyski,  Whitelaw;  Al  Dething, 
Fairview;  Mrs.  Kresti  Lee,  Worsley;  Chad  Lun- 
dgard,  Fairview;  Mary  MacFarlan,  Eureka  River; 
Sue  Lundgard,  Fairview;  Hugo  E.  Vandberg,  Hines 
Creek;  Earl  S.  Trider,  Fairview;  Darlene  Ouimet, 
Eureka  River;  John  Fedoruk,  Dale  Yerth,  Nick 
Rybak,  and  Lloyd  Gnam,  Fairview. 
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APPOINTMENT 


Donald  L.  Balderson 

Recently  appointed  Manager 
of  the  Vulcan  Farm  Supply  Centre 
is  Don  Balderson.  He  replaces 
Paul  Wald. 

Originally  from  Lloydminster, 
Don  attended  Stettler  Elemen- 
tary, Junior  and  High  Schools 
and  also  took  some  diploma 
courses.  He  worked  in  the  hotel 
management  field  for  three  years 
and  with  Wootton  Tire  for  seven 
years. 

In  January,  1975,  Don  joined 
UFA  as  Customer  Sales  Repre- 
sentative at  Stettler  and  in  1976 
was  promoted  to  Assistant  Man- 
ager. In  September,  1977,  he  was 
appointed  Manager  at  Vulcan. 

Don  and  his  wife  Donna  have 
two  boys  Scott  and  Troy.  Don  is 
a  member  of  the  Lions  Club  and 
the  Fire  Department.  For  hobbies 
he  enjoys  golf,  curling,  hunting, 
fishing  and  camping. 


WOMEN 
OF 

UNIFARM 

The  seventh  Annual  Convention  of  Women  of 
Unifarm  was  held  at  the  Macdonald  Hotel  on  No- 
vember 2nd  and  3rd,  1977.  Mrs.  Leda  Jensen  and 
her  hard  working  executive  and  directors  are  to  be 
commended  on  the  extremely  efficient  manner 
with  which  the  convention  was  conducted. 

Re-elected  president  was  Mrs.  Leda  Jensen  of 
Hussar,  who  will  be  serving  her  third  term  as  pres- 
ident. Retiring  vice-president  Mrs.  Barbara  Tiegs 
of  Brooks  was  succeeded  by  Mrs.  Vera  Rude  of 
Sedalia.  Replacing  Mrs.  Myrle  Chynoweth  of 
Wainwright  as  Executive  Member  is  Mrs.  Olga 
Manderson  of  Ryley. 

Directors  for  the  1977-78  year  are: 

Region  1  -  Mrs.  Marlene  Erickson,  Tangent 
Region  2  -  Mrs.  Florence  Sheard,  Peace  River 
Region  3  -  Mrs.  Dorine  Scott,  Westlock 
Region  4  -  Miss  Anna  Mae  McDonald,  Waskatenau 
Region  5  -  Mrs.  Sigrid  Hanson,  Mayerthorpe 
Region  6  -  Mrs.  Olga  Manderson,  Ryley 
Region  7  -  Mrs.  Myrle  Chynoweth,  Wainwright 
Region  8  -  Mrs.  Emma  Innocent,  Rosalind 
Region  9  -  Mrs.  Jean  Buit,  Blackfalds 
Region  10  -  Mrs.  Dora  Hollman,  Penhold 
Region  11  -  Mrs.  Louise  Christianson,Sedalia 
Region  12  -  Mrs.  Cecilia  MacKillop,  High  River 
Region  13  -  Mrs.  Alma  Smith,  Medicine  Hat 
Region  14  -  Mrs.  Katharine  Russel,  Lethbridge 

The  secretary  of  Women  of  Unifarm  is  Mrs.  Pan- 
sy Molen,  whose  dedication  and  service  to  Uni- 
farm and  Women  of  Unifarm  over  the  years,  has 
been  without  precedence. 

Women  of  Unifarm  represents  thousands  of 
rural  Alberta  women.  They  assume  their  full  share 
of  responsibility  for  Unifarm  policy  development, 
hold  office  at  all  levels  and  do  their  share  in 
making  Unifarm  the  common  sense  voice  of 
Alberta  farmers  and  ranchers. 

In  her  presidential  report,  Mrs.  Jensen  noted 
that  the  Women  of  Unifarm  brief  was  submitted 
last  December  with  education  being  the  major 
thrust.  Health  problems  were  also  a  great  concern 
and  continue  to  be  in  various  areas  of  the  prov- 
ince. Other  work  done  by  the  Women  of  Unifarm 
was  a  response  to  the  Badgley  report  on  abortion, 
with  recommendations  for  responsible  parent- 
hood and  more  emphasis  on  common  sense 
morals  and  self  control.  More  money  is  spent  on 
paying  for  the  treatment  and  care  of  women  who 


Guest  speaker  Mrs.  Ann  Dea  and  president  Leda 
Jensen. 


Three  prominent  members  of  Women  of  Unifarm  who  have  deservedly 
been  recognized  by  the  many  organizations  to  whom  they  have  given 
years  of  dedicated  service.  All  three  are  also  members  of  the  Alberta 
Agricultural  Hall  of  Fame.  Left  to  right  —  Mrs.  Ivy  Taylor,  Mrs.  Mabel 
Barker  and  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Pedersen. 


Leda  Jensen 


have  abortions  than  on  seeking  a  reduction  in  the 
number  of  abortions,  and  in  providing  more  effec- 
tive programs  of  family  planning  and  sex  educa- 
tion. In  accepting  the  presidency  of  Planned 
Parenthood,  Alberta,  Mrs.  Jensen  felt  that  Women 
of  Unifarm  could  work  together  with  this  organiz- 
ation to  encourage  and  emphasize  healthy  and 
realistic  family  atmosphere. 

Women  of  Unifarm  locals  were  also  active  in 
many  different  ways  —  some  by  completing  Red 
Cross  sewing  projects,  aid  to  the  Red  Cross, 
C.N.I.B.,  Canadian  Cancer  Society  and  many  other 
charities.  Many  locals  were  also  active  in  4H  work 
and  supporting  community  projects. 

Of  the  28  resolutions  submitted  for  discussion, 
25  were  carried  successfully.  Education  and  health 
were  the  concern  of  many  of  the  resolutions. 

Mrs.  Jensen  and  Mrs.  Tiegs  reported  on  the  13th 
Triennial  Conference  that  they  recently  attended. 


The  Conference  was  held  in  Nairobi,  Kenya,  and 
1,000  delegates  representing  eight  million  mem- 
bers from  74  countries  were  registered. 

Theme  for  the  conference  was  "Building  for 
Tomorrow."  Several  resolutions  dealing  with  radio- 
active materials,  health,  education,  equal  oppor- 
tunities for  women  and  laws  affecting  the  family 
were  made. 

Family  Living  Sessions  dealt  with  changing  atti- 
tudes in  the  nutritional  fields,  upbringing  and  dis- 
cipline and  care  of  the  handicapped  and  elderly. 
Mrs.  Jensen  reported  at  the  Family  Life  Session 
and  worked  with  delegates  from  both  the  third  world 
and  western  countries. 

The  1980  ACWW  Triennial  Meeting  will  be  held 
in  Germany.  The  potential  of  this  group  with  its 
eight  million  members  to  communicate,  motivate, 
indicate  problems  and  activate  has  to  be  recog- 
nized as  a  means  to  Build  a  Better  Tomorrow. 
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Season's 


Greetings    .  5 


While  it  is  true  that  the  year  end  is  a  time  for  operating  statements,  balance  sheets  and  assessments  of  performance,  it  is  so  much 
more  than  that.  It  is  a  time  and  opportunity  for  fellowship  with  family  and  friends,  a  time  for  religious  significance  for  many  and 
universally  a  time  for  expression  of  genuine  good  will.  For  it  is  people  who  really  make  Christmas  —  children,  young  people,  old 
people  and  although  to  each  age  group,  Christmas  is  different,  all  have  one  thing  in  common,  Christmas  is  joyful  because  it  is 
shared. 

Let  us  be  thankful  for  our  daily  interactions  and  relationships  with  family,  friends  and  business  associates.  Human  contact  is  the 
real  gift  bestowed  on  us  and  makes  each  day  meaningful  and  worthwhile. 

Let  us  strive  to  direct  our  thoughts  and  actions  and  those  of  others  towards  our  enviable  heritage  —  a  heritage  that  united  us  as  a 
nation,  a  heritage  that  was  founded  on  honest  hard  work  and  mutual  respect.  Let  us  pray  that  men  will  come  to  see  more  clearly 
not  that  which  divides  them  but  that  which  unites  them. 

Joy  is  not  in  things,  it  is  in  us,  so  enjoy  the  festive  season  to  the  hilt.  May  the  spirit  of  Christmas  fill  your  home  with  happiness 
and  make  your  Yuletide  a  time  of  joy  and  laughter. 

Merry  Christmas  to  you  and  those  dear  to  you.  May  the  year  ahead  be  filled  with  understanding,  health  and  happiness. 

"May  the  road  wind  sweetly  before  you. 
May  the  sun  shine  gently  upon  you, 
May  the  wind  blow  softly  to  your  back. 

May  the  good  Lord  hold  you  in  the  hollow  of  his  hand."  4 
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Howard  Haney 
President 


William  McCartney 
General  Manager 


Our  entire  organization  joins  in  sending  SEASON'S 
GREETINGS  and  warmest  best  wishes  for  a  prosperous 
and  HAPPY  NEW  YEAR 


UNITED  FARMERS 

OF  ALBERTA 

CO  OPERATIVE  LTD. 


